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A Foundational Survey to Manage Policy Directions
Concerning Architecture & Urban Spaces

Yu, Kwang Heum

Kim, Jin Wook
Kim, Young Hyun
Lee, Min Woo

Change in public attitudes towards architecture and a built environment occurs with a paradigm
shift in the quality of life. The launch of Framework Act on Architecture32), Korea's first ever
Act on architecture and our built environment in 2007 was an acknowledgement of the
contribution that architecture has made, and will continue to make, to everyday life. In this vein,
it is desirable to set out, at this point, the guidance of an architecture policy to improve the

quality of architecture and our built environment.

The purpose of this study is to present the comprehensive goal of architecture policy, with the
intent to promote the value and benefits of architecture and our built environment under existing
conditions. This study contains preliminary data to develop the framework of the architecture

policy, and the case studies of foreign nations which have adopted architecture policies.

Framework Act on Architecture, which stipulates architecture policy, shows views on the value
and benefits of good architecture and our built environment in social, cultural and communal
terms. In addition, Framework Act on Architecture prescribes that National Architecture Policy
Committee83) should be set up, which is a milestone in policy implementation in that it will

support government authorities and eventually lead to the promotion and advocacy of good

82) "AFVIEH O] HF W= HolAAl LR A3 B 71EY AER7] Ao wEt Framework Act on
Architecture® 3718 o8] AW (Building Act)oll T AS71EHO] ojujof wat Architectural
Actg} 3718 4= ik =971 g, olst HY 809 dEwle AREes wse Hel
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architectural design. Not only the role of the National Architecture Policy Committee, but also
the funding for the architectural and cultural encouragement is set out in detail in Framework Act

on Architecture.

Architecture policy intends to lead the promotion and advocacy of the guidelines to improve
the values of good architecture and our built environment as assets. The realization of the values
must consider the public aspect of architecture84) from Framework Act on Architecture. Support,
promotion, nourishment and regulation become the methods to achieve objectives, which draw a
sustainable future under the present circumstances. Also, the structure of architecture policy
follows the steps of formulation, implementation, assessment and feedback. Our architecture
policy consists of key objectives, action plans and model projects. The cases of other nations,
such as the Netherlands, Finland and Scotland, which have adopted architecture policies, show
how to develop the framework to implement policy suited to objectives, action plans and projects.
The case of the Netherlands is the role model to have phased in the new architecture policy and
model projects. The Finland's case represents declaratory statements and the Scotland's example
shows a systematic implementation process. Each case differs in the way to enact the policy, but

meets the goal of improving the quality of life.

The results of the case studies show that architecture policy contains the followings: a survey

84) A= Z3Y
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of present conditions, a suggestion of objectives, design course establishment, financial
investment and policy assessment. Therefore, Master Plan for architecture Policy85) should
establish agendas in the long term based on the present conditions, and suggest model projects

to promote the value and benefits of architecture and our built environment.

keyword : Architecture Policy, Framework Act on Architecture, Master plan for Architecture policy




